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Dear Parent and High School Student: 
 
Maranatha Christian Academy’s Academic Handbook is designed to assist you in planning your 
class schedule and overall high school experience.  Included you will find information on gradua-
tion requirements, course descriptions, prerequisites, and program suggestions.  Please carefully 
read the following information and keep this handbook for future reference. 
 
As a Christian school, we direct every aspect of our work towards the development of the com-
plete student - spirit, soul, and body.  Our goal is to prepare students, in partnership with parents, 
to fulfill their God-given destiny and thus make an impact on the world for Christ.  Through a 
rigorous curriculum delivered by highly qualified faculty and staff, high school students are chal-
lenged to excel academically, to develop in Christian character, and to desire to represent Christ 
in their daily lives. 
 
Please feel free to contact our Dean of Academics or me if you have any questions.  As always, 
we are available to assist you. 
 
We are believing for an enriching year of growth and blessing! 
 
In His service, 
 
MARANATHA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
 
 
 
Tim Ford 
Secondary Principal 
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Maranatha Christian Academy 
 
Mission Statement 
 
Maranatha Christian Academy, a ministry of Living Word Christian Center, is a biblically-based 
school embracing and proclaiming a Christ-centered, charismatic statement of faith. 
 
Our mission is to offer a pre-kindergarten through 12th grade traditional classroom education  
providing a quality educational experience, which encourages and enables students to mature 
spiritually, intellectually, physically, emotionally, and socially in accordance with Luke 2:52. 
 
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” 
 

 

Purpose Statement 
 
Maranatha Christian Academy fulfills its mission through purposing to: 
 
1. Assist in the development of the “whole” person—spirit, soul and body—in each of our 

students. 
 
2. Assist each student in establishing a real and unshakable relationship with Jesus Christ 

by (1) presenting the gospel, (2)training them to use the Word of God with authority, 
and (3) promoting the development of a truly biblical world view and value system. 

 
3. Produce students who are academically qualified: well educated, self-directed, and life-

long learners. 
 
4. Act as an extension of the home and church by instilling Christian values and thus, to-

gether, equip the next generation to live godly lives in an increasingly ungodly world. 
 
5. Train young people to be positive role models and influential leaders who will carry out  

the “Great Commission”  (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
6. Lead students by way of example and instruction into a lifestyle that places the needs of  

others above their own needs and wants. 
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Introduction 
 
This academic handbook is designed to assist high school students with their selection of classes.  
Our Dean of Academics  is available to help students and parents with decisions regarding course  
selections and graduation requirements. 
 
The courses listed in this booklet will not necessarily be the same as the final course offerings during  
the 2010-2011  school year.  Course offerings will be determined by staffing, the number of students  
registered for a course, and scheduling priorities.  Students may be assigned or required to select an 
alternative course when necessary. 
 
 

Requirements for Graduation 
 
.5 credit = one semester 
1 credit = one year 
 
Graduates of MCA have met requirements as set by the school, the Minnesota Board of Education, 
and those prescribed by the State of Minnesota. 
 
Students must have satisfactorily completed 30 credits during Grades 9-12 to be eligible for gradua-
tion.  Occasionally, exceptions may be made in the case of transfer students who successfully passed 
previous course work but came from institutions not offering as many credit opportunities as MCA.  
The Dean of Academics  will determine the required and elective courses that a transfer student must 
take and will seek final approval from the principal. 
 
Students are required to take eight credits per year.  A Bible credit is required for each year of atten-
dance at MCA. Managed through their Bible classes, all students in Grades 9-12 must perform annu-
ally 35 hours of community service for the Good Samaritan Ministry Program. 
 
Students who satisfactorily complete the graduation requirements of MCA must also bring their ac-
counts to a zero balance by the end of May in order to participate in commencement and receive their 
final transcript and diploma.  A student must be enrolled at MCA for a minimum period of one 
school year (two semesters) in order to be granted a diploma from MCA. 
 
The high school experience is intended to be a four year process in which students complete an ex-
tensive curriculum in preparation for undergraduate studies or work careers; we do not have a pro-
gram or provision for early graduation.  If a student at MCA has enough credits to graduate earlier 
than anticipated, the student will be scheduled for more course work which, in the opinion of the 
school, will better equip them for their post secondary experience. 
 
A senior who has not met the above conditions by the end of the final marking period may be al-
lowed to participate in the commencement exercises but would not receive a signed diploma.  Any 
senior needing more than two additional credits to meet graduation requirements will not be allowed 
to participate in commencement.  Participation in the commencement exercises is a privilege.   
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Seniors involved in major disciplinary incidents during the second semester of the year may adversely  
affect their participation in the graduation ceremony. 
 
The diploma will be awarded at the time the student, in the judgment of the administration, has satisfacto-
rily completed all program requirements. 
 
The Executive Committee will hear situations which, according to the parent, are “unusual circumstances.”  
The Executive Committee consists of the chief administrator, secondary principal, dean of academics, dean 
of students, and one high school teacher. 
 

Requirements for Graduation from MCA Grades 9-12 
 

Subject        Credits   
Language Arts   4 
Math    3 
*Science   3 
**Social Studies  3.5 
Bible    4  
Phy. Ed.    1 
Health    .5 
Fine Arts    1 
Electives   10 
Total    30  

                                              
 
*    = Science must include one year of Biology and one year of Chemistry (effective 2011) 
**  = Social Studies must include American History, Geography, World History, Economics and  
  Government. 
 

College Entrance Requirements 
 
For students who are college bound, basic entrance requirements are given.  We do suggest, however, that 
you contact the admissions office of your chosen college to determine their particular entrance require-
ments; the MCA dean of academics can assist you in this.  The following are guidelines only. 
 
Basic College Entrance (State Universities and Colleges) 
 

· Language Arts  4 credits 
· Math  3 credits (must include Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and Geometry) 
· Science 3 credits (must include Physical Science and Biology) 
· Social Studies  3 credits  (must include one year of American History) 
· World Language  2 credits of the same language 
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Selective College Entrance (Private Liberal Arts Colleges) 
· Language Arts  4 credits  (concentrating on communication and a  
    balance between writing and literature) 
· Math  4 credits  (must include Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and 
    Geometry) 
· Science  3-4 credits  (must include Physical Science and 

    Biology and another “lab” science) 
· Social Studies  3-4 credits  (must include American History) 
· World Language  3 credits of the same language 
 

Students Pursuing Engineering or Pre-Med 
Students pursuing engineering or pre-med in college must advance to Calculus by their senior year; that 
might mean doubling up two math classes.  It is also necessary to take Physics. 
 

School Year/Marking System 
 
MCA operates on a semester system.  The school year consists of two semesters, each approximately  
18 weeks in length.  Many courses are offered for only one semester, while others, such as math,  
English, most sciences, and foreign languages are year-long courses. 
 

MCA Grading Scale   
91.5  — 100  = A     

        83.5  — 91.49  = B     
     74.5  — 83.49  = C  
     67.5  — 74.49  = D  
     0       — 67.49  = F   

Weighting of Classes 
 
Maranatha began to "weight" our Advanced Placement (AP) and College in the School (CIS)  
classes when calculating grade point averages (GPA) beginning with the graduating class of 2009.   
The following chart shows points assigned to classes in determining GPAs. 

To calculate GPA, the point total for all classes are added together and divided by the number of courses 
taken.  Student aide grades are not calculated into the GPA.   
 

Percentage Grade 
 

Unweighted Classes 
Points assigned 

AP/CIS Classes 
Points assigned 

91.5   -   100 
 

4 
 

5 
 

83.5   -   91.49 
 

3 
 

4 
 

74.5   -   83.49 
 

2 
 

3 
 

67.5  -  74.49 
 

1 
 

2 
 

0    -   67.49 
 

0 
 

0 
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Grade Reports 
 
At the conclusion of a quarter/semester, report cards are mailed home.  The grades issued as semester 
grades are entered on the student’s official school transcript.  Grade point averages are based on the 
final grade.  Information released at mid-quarter indicates the progress of a student to that point and 
does not become part of the student’s transcript. 
 

First Semester Failure in an All Year Course 
 
In a course with a continuous curriculum (mathematics, English, most sciences, Spanish, etc.), a first 
semester failing grade (F) may be made up with a compensating second semester grade.  The semester 
grades and averaged final grade will appear on the student’s transcript. 
 
 

Honor Recognition 
 
Honor Roll 
 
Academic honors are awarded for each quarter.  Students who receive a “D” or “F” in any course be-
come ineligible for honor roll during that quarter.  There are three honors categories: 

· Principal’s Club – Grade point average of 3.8 – 4.0 
· High Honor Roll – Grade point average of 3.5 – 3.79 
· Honor Roll – Grade point average of 3.0 – 3.49 

 
Honor roll certificates are awarded with report cards and the honor roll lists are posted in the school. 
 
Note: Grades for student aides do not count toward honor roll. 
 
National Honor Society 
 
Tenth through twelfth grade students who have a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or higher  
and have attended MCA for at least one semester are eligible to be considered for membership in the 
National Honor Society.  The additional qualifications for acceptance are leadership, service, and char-
acter.  Information about the selection process is distributed to qualified students in the fall.  Students 
are selected for membership by a faculty council and are inducted each fall. 
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Academic Lettering 
 
Academic letters are awarded for consistent high academic achievement while a student is attending 
MCA.  Students qualify for an academic letter by achieving an average grade point over one or more 
consecutive years as follows: 
 1 year  -    average grade point of 4.0 for the year 
 2 years -    average grade point of 3.8 for 2 consecutive years 
 3 years -    average grade point of 3.6 for 3 consecutive years 
 4 years -    average grade point of 3.4 for 4 consecutive years 
 
The average grade point for the consecutive years should not be confused with what is commonly  
referred to as cumulative GPA.  The cumulative GPA is the average grade point beginning with the 
freshman year for a student's entire high school career.  The average grade point for consecutive years 
may or may not include a student's full high school career.  For example, a student could have a GPA 
of 2.9 for his freshman year, 3.7 for his sophomore year, and 3.9 for his junior year.  The cumulative 
GPA for the three years might be 3.5, but the average grade point for the two consecutive sophomore 
and junior years would be 3.8, thus qualifying the student for an academic letter at the end of his junior 
year.  Student aide grades are not included in the average GPA.  
 
Academic letter consideration excludes transfer grades and students entering MCA after the school 
year has started.  Academic letters are awarded at the Spring Awards Ceremony, which is usually held 
the last week of school.  Since the school year is not complete at that point, grade points for the current 
year are based on the student's grades as of mid-fourth quarter for that year.  
 

Advanced Placement Program Courses 
 
In the College Board booklet titled The Value of AP Courses and Exams it states, "AP courses give 
you a head start on college while you're still in the supportive environment of a high school classroom.  
Taking the end-of-course AP exam sends a powerful message to colleges and universities that you're 
ready for them, and can enable you to gain admission, college credit, and placement into advanced 
courses."   
 
In order to take an AP class at MCA you must have a cumulative GPA of 3.2 or above.  In May a na-
tional exam is offered.  Students scoring high enough on the exam may be eligible for college credit 
towards a degree. The acceptance of credits is always at the discretion of the receiving college. 
 

College in the Schools 
 
College in the Schools is a partnership of the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities and Maranatha 
Christian Academy that delivers U of M courses to qualified high school seniors right here in our 
school.  The course is taught during the regular school day by an instructor who has been trained and 
approved by the U of M.  The content, textbook, and class syllabus is determined by the U of M.  The 
class parallels a course being taught at the U of M.  Seniors successfully completing the course with a 
grade of C or higher receive U of M academic credits that are transferable to other colleges.  There is a 
class fee for this course of $100 to cover field trips and rental of textbooks.  The cost of the three cred-
its will be paid for by MCA. 
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Fee Based Classes and PE Uniform Purchases 
All fees for fee based classes will need to be paid by cash or check by the second week of the class, and all 
Phy Ed clothing will be distributed only as payment is turned in. 
 
For fee based classes, collection of these fees will be much like the collection of field trip fees.  Your stu-
dents will receive notice when they pick up their schedules and again on the first day of class that this fee 
is due by the second class period.  If the fee is not paid by this deadline, we will contact you to make ar-
rangements for payment.  Students will not receive credit for any class where the fee has not been paid. 
 
For students in Phy Ed who need additional clothing, there will be a table set up at the Back to School 
Night for clothing sales.  Additionally, students will be able to purchase clothing from their Phy Ed teacher 
during the first days of class.  However, students will be required to provide payment by cash or check be-
fore any clothing is actually given to them.  Please note the expectation for all Phy Ed classes that students 
must be dressed in MCA Phy Ed attire on the first day of class.  This will be a part of their participation 
grade, and students who do not have the required clothing will lose participation points.  (Note that stu-
dents are also allowed to wear black athletic pants instead of shorts, and these pants must be obtained by 
the student.  The pants may have red and white trim but no other colors.) 
 

High School Career Pathways 
High School Career Pathways is a program based on coordination between District 287 and Hennepin  
Technical College.  Students in their junior or senior year may participate in "cluster classes" two hours per 
day at Hennepin Technical College, located in Brooklyn Park.  Cluster classes are available in automotive 
mechanics, automotive body repair, culinary arts, and law enforcement.  
 
In our continuing effort to accommodate the various needs of our student body, we view this program  
as an opportunity to expand beyond the traditional classroom setting and give students a "hands on"  
learning experience in areas of study they can take into their adult life.  For some students, this sampling of 
a different learning experience can expose them to post-secondary education opportunities they never knew 
existed.   
 
Students desiring to participate in the Hennepin Tech program must meet the following requirements: 
 •  Not be on an administrative behavior contract 
 •  Have an acceptable attendance record 
 •  Be responsible 
 •  Have their own transportation 
 •  Obtain administrative/dean of academics' recommendation 
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Any student participating in the Hennepin Tech program must receive a grade of C+ or better to be able to 
continue in the program the following semester. 
 
We are hopeful that this joint venture with the technical college will broaden educational options and  
enrich the academic offerings for secondary students at MCA.  More information regarding this program can 
be picked up in the Dean of Academics’ office.  

 

Summer School  
Students who fail a course during the school year may make up the resulting loss of credit by satisfactorily 
completing summer school.  Credits received in summer school are not accepted in lieu of MCA  
required courses unless previous clearance has been given by the administration.  Students may make up one  
credit during summer school.  Additional credit make-up must have prior approval from the dean of academ-
ics.  See the Parent and Student Manual for more details on summer school. 

Zach Goldschmidt - Grade 10 Alexi Speich - Grade 11 
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NCAA INITIAL ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY  

 
Students wishing to participate in inter-collegiate athletics on a Division I or Division II level must abide by 
NCAA guidelines.  Students must register and be certified by the NCAA Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse.  
Information about the process can be obtained from the dean of academics.  Students should be aware that 
there are some courses offered at MCA that do not meet NCAA core course guidelines. 
 
To be certified by the NCAA clearinghouse, you must meet the following requirements: 
1. Graduate from high school. 

a.  You should apply for certification before graduation if you wish to participate in athletics as a 
freshman at the college to which you will be admitted.  The Clearinghouse will issue a preliminary 
certification report when you have had all your materials submitted.  After you graduate, the Clear-
inghouse will review your final transcript to make a final certification decision according to NCAA 
standards. 

 
2. Earn a grade-point average of at least 2.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in a core curriculum of at least 16 academic 

courses which were successfully completed during Grades 9 through 12.  The chart below shows what 
your minimum core courses must include. 

Core Units Required for  
NCAA Certification 

Division I Division II 

English Core 4 years 3 years 

Math Core 
(Algebra 1 or higher) 

3 years 2 years 

Science Core 2 years 2 years 

Social Studies Core 2 years 2 years 

Additional English, Math,  
or Science 

1 year 2 years 

Additional Core 
(English, Math, Science,  

World Language, Non-doctrinal 
religion/philosophy) 

4 years 3 years 

Total Core Units Required 16 14 
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Ninth Grade Bible   (Yr) 
New Testament Survey 
 
This course is a survey intended to give an over-
view of each of the books in the New Testament. 
Students will learn basic information that will 
lend itself to class discussions pertaining to  
living out their beliefs in everyday life.   
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 

Tenth Grade Bible   (Yr) 
Old Testament Survey   
 
The Old Testament is often neglected and/ 
or misunderstood by Christians.  This course  
will show that the study of the Old Testament  
is not so difficult and very valuable.  Units  
covered are Historical Background, Chronology 
of Events, Near East Culture, Historical  
Books, Prophetic Books, Wisdom Literature,  
Biblical Geography, Judaism, etc.  Selected  
books of the Old Testament will be studied 
verse by verse.  Students will realize that much 
of the Old Testament is applicable to the Chris-
tian's daily experience of life. 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
Eleventh/Twelfth Grade Bible (Yr)  
(Offered 2010-2011) 
 
Christian Apologetics (Defending the Faith) 
1 Peter 3:15 commands believers to be ready to 
give an answer for the hope that is in us.   
Unfortunately, this is a skill that few Christians 
possess.  This course will address many of the 
common questions that Christians are asked by 
unbelievers.  Units of study include World 
Views, Biblical Archaeology, Basic Christian 
Doctrine, The Inspiration and Accuracy of the 
Bible, Major World Religions, Cults, How to 
Witness Effectively, Creation vs. Evolution, 
Christian Response to Suffering, Miracles,  

The Deity of Christ, Faith vs. Science, Atheism, and 
other units tailored to the needs of the students.  This 
course will help students clarify their own belief  
system and empower them to share it with others 
(evangelism).  There will also be ample opportuni-
ties for questions and discussion. 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
Hermeneutics (Biblical Interpretation) (Yr) 
(Offered 2011-2012) 
 
Hermeneutics is the science and art of biblical  
interpretation.  It is difficult to apply the scriptures if 
we don’t understand them properly.  This course is 
really an advanced method of how to study the  
Bible.  Units of study include Interpretive Methods, 
Biblical Genre, Figures of Speech, Ancient Near 
East Culture, Interpreting the Old Testament and the 
study of specific books of the Bible.  The student 
will learn how to do basic Bible research on the 
internet and in the library.  At the end of this course, 
the student will be able to study any passage in the 
Bible and reach an accurate interpretation.  This 
course will build a greater interest and confidence in 
the Bible that will carry over into adult life.   
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
 
Life Calling     (Sem) 
 
Introduction to Life Calling is a three-credit college course that 
assists students in discovering the concept of life calling in a 
holistic and faith-based setting by focusing on one’s God-given 
design as a basis for this calling.  Students are led to understand 
how work and individual leadership is best understood from 
this life calling perspective.  In this course, students will evalu-
ate their foundational values, unique design, and personal mis-
sion and discover how to integrate this into their life and lead-
ership.  This course is offered by Indiana Wesleyan University 
but will be taught by an MCA faculty member.  The course will 
result in dual credit:  .5 high school semester credit at MCA 
and 3 semester credits at IWU, transferrable to most public and 
Christian colleges and universities.  The student fee of $110 
will offset the $350 tuition that MCA will pay for each student. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites:  GPA of 2.0 
Fees:  $110 
Homework:  0-60 minutes/class 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be assigned until 
fees are paid in full. 

Bible 
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Business 

Accounting I    (Sem) 
 
This basic course will give students a thorough 
background in the accounting procedures used to 
operate a business.  The accounting procedures 
presented will also serve as a background for  
employment in office jobs and preparation for 
studying business courses in college.  Students 
will be able to read and understand financial 
statements, manage a checking account, and  
reconcile bank statements while using Quick-
Books software. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 15-30 minutes 
Must have a calculator 
 
 

rotate through the program up to and including 
supervisor. Students will write and submit re-
ports which will be graded on the quality of 
research and theme development.  They will 
also have several reading assignments. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Depending on the schedule of the event, students may attend a super-
vised visit to the Midwest Fall or Spring Food Show.  This class is not 
available to students who have been or are on behavior probation. 
 

Personal Finance   (Sem) 
In this fun, hands-on financial planning pro-
gram, students will learn to take control of 
their finances immediately.  When used poorly, 
money can be a source of anxiety and lead to 
financial problems.  As Christians, God's de-
sire is for us to be good stewards of all He pro-
vides, so used wisely, money can be a tool to 
help you achieve your goals and dreams while 
providing for your family and doing God's 
work.  Some of the main topics include finan-
cial planning, careers, a personal budget, smart 
shopping, saving and investing, using credit 
and credit cards wisely, how debt affects you, 
and keeping car insurance costs down.  With 
the knowledge and skill you’ll gain from this 
course, you can be in control of your finances 
and on your way to a lifetime of satisfaction 
and healthy financial management. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Note:  This class is a graduation requirement for the class of 2011. 

Alexi Speich - Grade 11 

Abby Hanson - Grade 9 

LWCC Business Café 
The Business Café Class, in partnership with 
LWCC Catering and Wholly Grounds, provides 
hands-on training opportunities in the following 
areas:  inventory management, cashier training, 
creating both cold and hot drinks (also called bar-
rista). Through taking phone orders, providing 
delivery service, and spending time behind the 
counter, each student will gain exposure learning 
customer service principles as well as the devel-
opment of good ‘people’ skills. This class in-
cludes cross-training in each position as students 
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Fine Arts 

ART COURSES 
 
Ceramics I    (Sem) 
     
The primary focus of this class will be learning 
how to make pottery on the wheel.  The student 
will also learn hand-building techniques, slab and 
coil construction, and glazing techniques. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: None 
Art/Lab fee $30.00 (Includes clay for pottery, use of pottery tools, glazes, 
and firing kiln).  Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit 
will be assigned until fees are paid in full.  
 

Ceramics III, IV    (Sem) 
 
This class is for the student who loves pottery 
and throwing on the wheel.  The student will 
have more time on the potter's wheel and re-
ceive more advanced instruction in ceramics.  
Available to grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: Ceramics I and II, teacher recommendation, and Guidance 
approval 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab fees: $30.00 (Includes clay for pottery, use of pottery tools, 
glazes, and firing kiln.)  Fees will be due the first week of class.  No 
class credit will be assigned until fees are paid in full. 
 
 

Drawing I     (Sem) 
 
This class focuses on the basics of drawing with 
an emphasis on line, perspective, and shading to 
refine specific drawing and design skills.  Medi-
ums include pencil, ink, charcoal, and colored 
pencil.  This class includes art history lessons 
and weekly drawing assignments.  
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab fee: $15.00 (Includes pencils, ink, charcoal, chalks, erasers,  
papers, and blending tools).  Fees will be due the first week of class.   
No class credit will be assigned until fees are paid in full. 
 

Drawing II     (Sem) 
 
This class focuses on the advancement of basic 
drawing.  Emphasis will be placed on specific 
assignments with particular focus on line, shad-
ing, focal point, dimension, figure drawing, and 
landscape.  Mediums include pencil, colored 
pencil, charcoal, and soft and oil pastels. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Drawing I 
Homework: Weekly drawings 
Art/Lab fee: $15.00 (Includes pencils, ink, charcoal, chalks, erasers, 
papers, and blending tools).  Fees will be due the first week of class.  No 
class credit will be assigned until fees are paid in full.  

Ceramics II    (Sem) 
     
This class will go beyond the basics taught in 
Ceramics I, primarily providing increased time 
on the potter’s wheel.  Students must be able to 
make a cylinder on the wheel. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Ceramics I  
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab fee $30.00 (Includes clay for pottery, use of pottery tools, glazes 
and firing kiln.)  Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit 
will be assigned until fees are paid in full. 

 

Ashley Sobczak -  Grade 10 

Tessa Ardolf - Grade 10 



 

15 

Fine Arts (Continued) 

Printmaking     (Sem) 
 
This course will introduce the student to basic 
printing techniques.  Instruction will include 
wood block printing, screen printing a t-shirt 
design, nature and Gyotaku fish prints.  The 
works of significant artists will be related to  
assigned exercises.  This course also contains 
art history lessons. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab Fee: $25.00   
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be as-
signed until fees are paid in full.  

 
 
Sculpture    (Sem) 
 
This course will introduce the student to a  
variety of three-dimensional sculptures,  
focusing on construction, carving, modeling, 
and relief.  The students may work with such 
materials as wire, paper maché, clay, balsa 
foam, sculpey and soapstone. Students also 
create an assemblage sculpture using a chair.  
This course also contains art history lessons. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab fee: $25.00 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be as-
signed until fees are paid in full. 

Painting I    (Sem) 
 
This course will introduce the student to the 
complexities of color and basic painting tech-
niques.  Instruction will include tempera, 
acrylic, watercolor, and oil paints.  This course 
also contains a weekly art history lesson. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Drawing I with  agrade of  “C” or better and teacher/
guidance approval. 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab fee: $25.00 (Includes watercolor, acrylic, oil, and tempera 
paints; canvases; and use of brushes)  Fees will be due the first week 
of class.  No class credit will be assigned until fees are paid in full. 
 

Painting II     (Sem) 
 
This course is a continuation of Painting I,  
further developing painting skills.  Instruction 
will include tempra, acrylic, oil, and water-
color painting.  Art history lessons  will also be 
included in the course.   
Available to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Painting I with grade of a “C” or better and teacher/
guidance approval. 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
Art/Lab fee: $25.00  (Includes watercolor, acrylic, oil, and tempera 
paints; canvases; and use of brushes).  Fees will be due the first week 
of class.  No class credit will be assigned until fees are paid in full.  

 
 

Carly Monson - Grade 10 

Alexi Speich - Grade 11 
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Fine Arts (Continued) 

Studio Art     (Sem) 
 
This course is for the advanced art  
student who is developing a portfolio.  The  
student and teacher will direct the themes and 
mediums to be used by each student on an  
individual basis.  Each student must submit a 
written request why they would like to take the 
class.  Student must also sign a contract with 
teacher and parents and be willing to display 
work in a spring show. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: Teacher/Guidance approval 
Homework: Portfolio Prep 
Art/Lab fee: $30.00 with additional cost depending on course of study. 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be as-
signed until fees are paid in full.  
 

Music Courses 
 

Chapel Band    (Yr) 
 
Chapel Band provides a small group of singers, 
musicians, and a sound technician the opportu-
nity to lead contemporary worship for weekly 
chapels.  Basic principles of worship leading, 
scriptural basis for worship, song  
selection, self-discipline, musicality, and team 
building will be discussed.  Worship leaders 
are expected to display godly character in all 
areas of life and work to build and maintain a 
strong bond of unity among band members.  
Chapel band members may not be on any level 
of behavior probation and are expected to 
maintain a C average in each of their classes.  
Because they are leaders of the student body, 
modeling excellence in all areas, falling below 
a C average in any class or being placed on 
behavior probation may be grounds for suspen-
sion from playing in chapels or removal from 
chapel band.  There may be opportunities for 
performance that will require extra-curricular 
time 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Audition in May, GPA requirement, and 1 semester of 
attendance at MCA. 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

High School Jazz Band  (Sem) 
 
Jazz band allows students to experience and 
learn about the basics of jazz music through 
performance.  Students will play a wide variety 
of jazz genres (blues, swing, funk, rock, Latin) 
and perform for many events including Grand-
parent's Days, Christmas Chapel, and the Eve-
ning of the Arts.  Jazz band is open to all  
instrumentalists including piano, guitar, bass 
guitar, and drums.  Placement will be by  
audition but no previous jazz experience is  
required. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Audition and students must provide basic equipment 
needed for their instrument. 
Homework: Individual practice and listening assignments 
 

Cindy Jang - Grade 10 



 

17 

Fine Arts (Continued) 

Concert Band    (Yr) 
 
Concert band students will continue  
developing their performance skills in a large 
group setting with an emphasis on instrumental 
performance technique and the development of 
a good overall band sound. 
Available to Grades 7-12 
Prerequisites: 1 year of experience in band and/or one year of lessons 
Homework: Individual practice for a minimum of  60 minutes per week 

 

dress ($90-$110) if their size is unavailable.   
MCA will buy back the new dress, provided it  
is in excellent condition, for $30 to add to our 
inventory if the student does not participate in 
choir again.  The boys must purchase a white 
tuxedo shirt and tuxedo trousers from our vendor 
for $55 - $70.  MCA will provide the boys' with 
satin vests and ties. At the end of the year, MCA 
will gladly accept donations of wardrobe articles 
in excellent condition if the student does not par-
ticipate in choir again.  Opportunities for per-
formance will require extra-curricular involve-
ment.   
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Audition in May/September 
Homework: None 
 

High School Choir   (Sem) 
 
Choir students will learn the basic skills of 
singing while preparing concert music from a 
wide range of musical genres.  Proper singing 
technique will be taught as students learn to 
sing in harmony and develop their choral  
music reading skills.  Elements of music theory 
and musical terms will be discussed as well as 
self-discipline for excellence in performance.  
Students are required to purchase wardrobe to 
be worn at choir performances.  The girls may 
rent a used dress in excellent condition for $20 
in the fall (provided we have the correct size) 
or must pay the cost plus shipping of a new 

Cindy Jang - Grade 10 

Ashley Sobczak  - Grade 10 

Gabe Amstutz - Grade 10 
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Foreign Language 

Spanish I    (Yr) 
 
This is an introductory course featuring the 
integration of language skills with the culture 
of Spanish speaking people in a situational 
context.  The emphasis of this course is on 
grammar, vocabulary, sounds, and cultural 
notes. 
Available to Grade 8 and possibly transfer students 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
Spanish II    (Yr) 
 
This course expands the student’s knowledge 
and enhances the student’s skills in the areas 
of Spanish vocabulary, grammar, conversa-
tion, and culture.  A broader understanding of 
the Spanish tenses, both singular and com-
pound, is taught, and a further focus is put on 
the development of communication and con-
versational skills. 
Available to Grades 9-12   
Prerequisites: Spanish I  
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

Spanish III    (Yr) 
 
This course continues the focus on communica-
tion skills.  More vocabulary is taught as well as 
additional tenses and their usage and meanings. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish II  
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Spanish II Spanish III Spanish IV AP Spanish 

Zach Goldschmidt - Grade 10 

Spanish IV    (Yr) 
 
The focus of this course is to enable students to 
develop a comfortable level of fluency with each 
of the verb tenses.  This course expands the stu-
dent’s knowledge and strengthens the student’s 
skills in communication. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: Spanish III 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
 
Advanced Placement Spanish (Yr) 
 
The focus of this course is conversational fluency.  
This is done through class interaction.  Reading 
vocabulary is also stressed, along with the transla-
tion skills that enables fluent reading and compre-
hension.  The class culminates with the opportu-
nity to take the College Board Advanced Place-
ment test. 
Available to Grade 12 
Prerequisite – Spanish IV and GPA requirement 
Homework: 0-60 minutes 

Mariah Harrison - Grade 9 
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Language Arts 

English 9    (Yr) 
 
Ninth grade English is a foundational course to 
all other high school course work.  The class 
will address perfecting grammar and sentence 
structure, vocabulary advancement, the form 
and development of the five-paragraph essay, 
and public speaking strategies.  This course is 
also a study of several great books including an 
introduction to Shakespeare. 
Available to Grade 9 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-60 minutes 
 

English 11/12 – World Literature (Yr) 
(Offered 2011-2012) 
This course is a study of selected authors, 
themes, and trends representing literature  
outside of the American and British realms.  
The study will emphasize modern literatures 
of Continental Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America.  Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of the foundations of literary 
study by analytical writing and discussion of 
the texts.  The study will target aesthetic,  
thematic, and cultural concerns that are 
dominant in these literatures.  Students will 
demonstrate analysis, synthesis, and evalua-
tion by writing papers on a novel by one of 
the major authors.  Students will present their 
papers orally and lead the class in discussion.  
The class also includes a review of basic 
writing, grammar, punctuation, sentence 
structure, and word choice. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-60 minutes 

English 10 – American Literature (Yr) 
 
This is a survey course of American literature 
from early New England writers to the present.  
The course will emphasize writing skills such as 
analysis, synthesis, and critique.  Exercises in-
clude critical reading, reasoning skills, and writ-
ing in response to a variety of readings, as well 
as writing assignments that incorporate sum-
mary, paraphrase, quotation, and practice in ar-
gument and persuasion.  The course will also 
include an in-depth discussion of story elements 
and fiction writing.  The class also includes a 
review of basic writing, grammar, punctuation, 
sentence structure, and word choice. 
Available to Grade 10 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-60 minutes  

Claire Carpenter - Grade 10 

Tessa Ardolf - Grade 10 
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Language Arts (Continued) 

English 11/12 – British Literature (Yr) 
(Offered 2010-11) 
 
This course contains an overview of British  
literature from the epic Beowulf to the present 
with a focus on how the historical events in 
England influenced the literature.  Major British 
authors of poetry, short stories, essays, and  
novels will be read.  The course will also  
include practice in the mechanics of writing, 
including grammar, punctuation, sentence  
structure, and word choice.  Two British classic 
novels will be required reading for the class, as 
well as a major research paper on a British  
author’s work and life.   
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-60 minutes 

 
 
NOTE: English 11/12 British Literature and 
English 11/12 World Literature will alternate 
each year.  For the year 2010-11, British  
Literature will be taught. 

Adv. Placement Language/Composition (Yr) 
(Offered 2010-11) 
 
This is a college-level language arts course  
designed for college-bound juniors and seniors 
who wish to develop the specific writing skills 
college students will need.  The emphasis will 
be on rhetorical analysis of fiction and non-
fiction prose and poetry.  The students will read 
several major non-fiction works, analyzing the 
linguistic force and expository value of the 
works.  There will be continual instruction and 
practice in developing a personal writing style.  
This class culminates with the opportunity to 
take the College Board Advanced Placement 
test. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: GPA requirement, 2 books from summer reading list 
Homework: 60-120 minutes 
 
 

 
Advanced Placement Literature and  
Composition                                 (Yr) 
(Offered 2011-12) 
 
This is a college-level language arts course  
designed for college-bound junior or senior  
students who desire to develop the specific  
writing skills college students will need.  The 
emphasis will be on rhetorical analysis of  
fiction and non-fiction prose and poetry.  The 
students will read several major novels, analyz-
ing the linguistic force and expository value of 
the works.  There will be continual instruction 
and practice developing a personal writing 
style.  This class culminates with the opportu-
nity to take the College Board Advanced Place-
ment test.  
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: GPA requirement, 2 books from summer reading list 
Homework: 60-120 minutes 
 
NOTE: AP Language/Composition and AP 
Literature/Composition  will alternate each year.  
For the year 2010-11, AP Language and Composition 
will be taught. 
 

Alexi Speich -- Grade 11 
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Math 

Algebra 1    (Yr) 
 
Students are given a review of fundamental 
arithmetic concepts and are then introduced to 
various algebraic concepts.  These concepts 
include solving basic equations and inequali-
ties, power properties, factoring, graphing and 
writing linear equations, simplifying rational 
expressions, and solving equations involving 
direct and inverse variation. Students will also 
be introduced to the study of polynomials. 
Available to Grades 7-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 30 minutes daily 
 
Algebra 1.5    (Yr) 
 
Algebra 1.5 is available to students who  
struggled through Algebra 1 and must include 
teacher recommendation.  This class will  
include a review of solving basic equations and 
inequalities, properties of powers, factoring, 
simplifying rational expressions, and solving 

equations involving direct and inverse varia-
tion.  It will also introduce the student to the 
study of polynomial, rational, exponential, 
logarithmic, trigonometric expressions, and an 
architectural unit.  
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and teacher recommendation 
Homework: 30 minutes; Final Spring Project 
 
Algebra 2    (Yr) 
 
The three major thrusts of this course are a 
study of math systems, learning to solve many 
types of open sentences, and the concept of 
function.  The study of polynomial, rational, 
exponential, logarithmic, and conic sections 
are also a part of this course.  Algebra 2 is es-
sential for college entrance as well as for ca-
reers in math, science, and certain technical 
fields. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite : Algebra 1 or Algebra 1.5 
Homework: 30-60 minutes daily 

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Pre Alg  Alg 1 Alg 1.5 
Alg 2 

Alg 2 
Geometry 

Geometry 
Trigonometry 

Alg 1 *Alg 1.5 
 
 
 
*Alg 2 
 

Alg 2 
Geometry 
 
 
Geometry 
Trigonometry 

Geometry 
Trigonometry 
 
 
Trigonometry 
Pre-Calc 

Trigonometry 
Pre-Calc 
Prob/Stats 
 
Pre-Calc 
Prob/Stats 
Calculus 

8th Gr. 
Math 

Consumer 
Math I 

Consumer 
Math II 

Consumer 
Math III 

 

Alg. 2 Geometry Trigonometry Pre-Calc Prob/Stats 
Calculus 

Bold print is primary track, others are options. 
* Recommendation made by math instructor 
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Math (Continued) 

Consumer Math   (Yr) 
 
This course is designed for the student who  
experiences extreme difficulty with math.  
This course does not fulfill college entrance 
requirements but does fulfill MCA graduation 
requirements.  Students will work with a  
curriculum designed to provide the basic life 
skills needed in math concepts and problem 
solving.  Math facts are worked on a regular 
basis. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Guidance approval 
Homework: 10-30 minutes 
 
Consumer Math II/ III   (Yr)  
 
These courses are designed to provide life 
skills.  Topics to be covered are budgeting, 
banking, investing, taxes, and household  
financial management. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: Guidance approval/Consumer Math I 
Homework: 10-30 minutes 

 
Geometry    (Yr) 
 
This course will introduce students to basic 
geometric concepts such as point, line, plane, 
and congruence, followed by instruction on 
postulates and theorems in a formal proof  
setting, with special attention devoted to  
critical thinking skills. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 
Homework:  40 minutes on average 

 
Trigonometry    (Yr) 
This course will focus on the six trigonomet-
ric functions, along with radian measure, 
identities, graphing, complex numbers, polar 
coordinates, and logarithms.  This course is 
designed for students planning to attend  
college and/or obtain careers in math related 
fields. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 
Homework: 40 minutes on average 

 

 
Probability and Statistics  (Yr)  

 
This basic course in Probability and Statistics 
will make use of statistical methods in the real 
world.  The emphasis will be on studying data 
from a statistical point of view.  Elementary 
probability theory will also be presented.  
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: Two years of high school math 
Homework: 15 minutes on average 

 
 
Pre-Calculus    (Yr) 
 

This basic course involves the study of the 
real number system, functions, rational root 
theorem, complex number system, analytic 
geometry with conic section emphasis, sys-
tems of equations and inequalities, along with 
a study of sequences, designed for students 
planning to attend college and/or careers in 
math related fields. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II, Geometry 
Homework: 30 minutes daily 

 

Alexi Speich - Grade 11 
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Math (Continued) 

Advanced Placement Calculus (Yr) 
 
This college-level course is designed for college 
bound students.  The class contains an intensive 
review of algebra, trigonometry, and analytic 
geometry.  There are lessons on limits, deriva-
tives, integration, differentiation (implicit and 
explicit),  
logarithms, and partial fractions.  The course  
is designed with an incremental approach in 

mind so that each lesson covers a bite size 
amount and yet that topic is reviewed 
throughout the entire year.  This class culmi-
nates with the opportunity to take the College 
Board Advanced Placement test. 
Available to Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Trigonometry and Pre-calculus 
Homework: 45 minutes daily 

Physical Education/Health 

Health     (Sem) 
 
This course addresses health from a Christian 
philosophy.  It will cover personal hygiene, 
environment and health, drugs, alcohol, to-
bacco, growth and development, abstinence, 
STD’s, and CPR. 
Available to Grade 9 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

 
Physical Education   (Sem) 
 
Christian physical education is concerned with 
the unique development of each student to 
serve God.  The focus of physical education  
is lifetime sports.  Physical fitness can be de-
fined as the program of instruction designed to 
build and maintain health fitness, promote 
foundational human movement development, 
educate students for expressive play, under-
stand our wonderfully made bodies, and guide 
responsible fitness and recreational decisions 
all for the glory of God.  Activities in physical 
education include basketball, street and floor 
hockey, soccer, volleyball, cooperative games,  
LaCrosse, archery, tennis, badminton, frisbee, 
softball, and presidential physical fitness test-
ing.  Be aware that this class demands partici-
pation, regardless of the gender mix of stu-
dents.  If you are a girl who is uncomfortable 

with mixed gender participation, please select 
the fitness class to fulfill your P.E. require-
ment. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: Study for unit tests 
 
High School-Fitness  
Group Strength (Co-Ed)  (Sem) 
 
This class is designed to improve your fitness 
level and have fun at the same time.  Whether 
you are a well trained athlete or just a begin-
ner, this class will benefit your physical 
health.  The main focus will be on toning and 
strengthening every major muscle group in 
your body, with a special focus on core 
strength.  A variety of equipment will be used, 
such as dumbbells, ankle weights, steps, body 
balls, balance equipment, rubberized resis-
tance, and weighted body bars.  The warm up 
portion (10 min.) will be a sampling of the 
most current fitness classes in the fitness  
industry, such as sports drill blasts, step aero-
bics, kick boxing, interval training, Pilates, 
Tae Bo and Salsa. All fitness levels and body 
shapes are welcome.   
Grades 10-12 (Must be at least 15 years old) 
Class limit of  20 students 
Students will have to buy their own dumbbell & ankle weights 
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Science 

Biology    (Yr) 
 
This course covers the scientific method, cel-
lular chemistry, genetics, a survey of the six 
kingdoms, human anatomy and physiology, 
and a look at the theories of Creation and Evo-
lution.  The course work includes note taking, 
laboratory investigations, dissection, observa-
tions, and work with microscopes.  The 
NOVA movie "The Miracle of Life" will be 
shown which includes conception through 
birth of a human baby.  
Available to Grades 9-10 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework:  30 minutes on average 
 
 
 
 
 Chemistry    (Yr) 

 
This course is a review of basic science and 
the physical and chemical properties of  
matter.  A survey of chemical reactions, the 
atomic theory, and the periodic table is  
conducted.  The students will work with  
formulas, equations, and quantitative cal- 
culations involving significant figures.  This 
course will prepare the student for college  
and is essential for any further training in a 
technical or science related career.  Labora-
tory work includes qualitative and quantitative 
analysis.   
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1 
Homework: 30-45 minutes 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Biology * Chemistry 
* Astronomy (10-11) 
* Meteorology (11-12) 
* Oceanography (10-11) 
* Science & Tech (11-12) 

Astronomy (10-11) 
Chemistry 
Meteorology (11-12) 
Oceanography (10-11) 
Physics 
Science & Tech (11-12) 
AP Biology 

Astronomy (10-11) 
Chemistry 
Meteorology (11-12) 
Oceanography (10-11) 
Physics 
Science & Tech (11-12) 
AP Biology 

 

Cindy Jang - Grade 10 

Mariah Harrison - Grade 9 
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Astronomy    (Sem) 
(Offered 2010-11) 
 
This course will cover the history of astronomy, 
including a look at both the geocentric and  
heliocentric models of our solar system, as well 
as the various tools used by astronomers.   
Students will study the information astronomers 
have gathered about each of the planets in our 
solar system, about other stars and galaxies, and 
then about the universe.  Students will also  
investigate black holes, quasars, pulsars, and the 
life cycle of stars.  The class will spend at least 
one evening on a star gazing field trip. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

Meteorology    (Sem) 
(Offered  2011-12) 
 
This course will consist of a study of all types 
of weather phenomena.  We will first look at 
what causes weather and what tools and in-
struments a meteorologist uses to measure 
these quantities and changes.  Then we will 
look at how weather forecasting is done, with 
each student getting practice at making 
weather forecasts based on actual weather 
maps. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

Science (Continued) 

Cierra Lewis -- Grade 11 

Caymen Boylan - Grade 10 
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Oceanography   (Sem) 
(Offered 2010-11) 
 
This course is a study of the properties and 
processes of the world’s oceans.  We will look 
at ocean phenomena, like currents, and also at 
their effects on weather patterns and man’s ac-
tivities.  Other topics will include waves, tides, 
ocean depth zones, and, of course, the varieties 
of marine life and how they are distributed in 
the oceans. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
 

Science and Technology  (Sem) 
(Offered 2011-12) 
 
This course will look at different ways that  
science and technology are applied in different 
fields today.  Students will take the role of a 
technician in a forensic science lab and a car-
bonated beverage bottling plant.  Student will 
be introduced to the scientific principles and 
procedures that are commonly used in these 
areas.  They will work in teams using their  
acquired skills and knowledge to find solutions 
to posed “problems.” 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Homework: 0-15 minutes 
 
Physics    (Yr) 
 
This course will cover the topics of motion, 
forces, sound and light, heat, electricity, and 
magnetism, as well as other related topics.  The 
student will be expected to compute algebraic 
and numerical problems. Class will be com-
prised of lecture, discussion, lab work, and 
evaluations. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry 
Homework: 30-45 minutes 

Advanced Placement Biology (Yr) 
 
This college-level course covers cellular chemis-
try, energy, and genetics, including the function 
and structure of DNA and RNA.  Evolutionary 
theories will be studied, along with evidence sup-
porting evolution and possible mechanisms for it.  
The relationship of structure to function will be a 
major theme  
common with all organisms studied.  Students will 
also study population dynamics in communities 
and ecosystem and discuss global issues. A  
Christian viewpoint of evolution is also presented.  
Laboratory work and field studies will be a major 
part of this course.  This class culminates with the 
opportunity to take the College Board Advanced 
Placement test. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, and GPA requirement 
Homework: 30-60 minutes daily 

Science (Continued) 

Theng Thao - Grade 11 
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American History   (Yr) 
 
The first semester of this course studies the 
history of America from colonization to the 
Reconstruction, with particular attention to 
the Revolutionary and Civil Wars and the 
ramifications of each.  The second semester of 
this course continues with the history of 
America from the Reconstruction to the mod-
ern era.  The entire course is based upon 
God’s plan for America, past and present, 
both nationally and internationally. 
Available to Grade 10 
Prerequisite: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

 
 
 
Advanced Placement U.S. History      (Yr) 
 
This course is an intense study designed for 
college-bound juniors and seniors who desire 
to complete a college level history course.  
The material covered starts with the Discov-
ery and settlement of the New World (1492 – 
1650) and continues into the Carter-Reagan 
years.  The class is comprised of in-depth,  
frequent discussion and essay writing and  
culminates with the opportunity to take the 
College Board Advanced Placement test. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: American History and GPA requirement 
Homework: 60-90 minutes per class 

Social Studies 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

* American Government 
* No. American Geography 
   World Geography 
   Current Events 

* American History 
   World Geography 
   Current Events 

AP US History 
Current Events 
Economics 
Psychology 
World Geography 
World History I & II 

AP US History 
Current Events 
Economics 
Psychology 
World Geography 
World History I & II 
CIS Economics 

* Mandatory classes for designated grade 

American Government  (Sem) 
 
This course offers a conservative perspective on 
the foundations of American government.  The 
U.S. Constitution and the founding fathers’  
ideals and objectives will be studied, as well as 
the organization and operations of local, state, 
and national governments.  Politics and the elec-
tion system will also be examined.   
Available to Grade 9 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

 
 
 
North American Geography (Sem) 
 
This course will be a regional study of North 
America.  States and provinces and their major 
cities will be studied, as well as the major land-
forms and the economic resources of each area.  
The United States, Mexico, and Canada and their 
interdependence will be examined. 
Available to Grade 9 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 

Mariah Harrison - Grade 9 
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Psychology    (Sem) 
 
This course serves as an introduction to the 
fundamental psychological theories and theo-
rists.  Students will explore a variety of theo-
ries on the how and why of human behaviors 
throughout multiple stages of life in order to 
gain a better understanding of how a society 
functions.  Analysis and discussion of these 
theories will enable each student to become 
wiser and a more active participant in their 
community.  The unique role of faith in psy-
chology will be discussed regularly. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 

 
 
 
World Geography   (Sem) 
 
This course focuses on the physical geography 
of the countries of the world.  Countries, capi-
tals, and major landforms will be the empha-
sis.  The socio-economic repercussions of the 
changing governments and the newly founded 
countries will also be examined. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 

Social Studies (Continued) 

Current Events   (Sem) 
 
Current Events is a hands-on course in which 
students track local, national, and world 
news stories.  The bulk of the class consists 
of reading newspapers and other periodicals 
with the end of each week culminating in a 
current events test.  The course also teaches 
students a Christian worldview that aids 
them in determining media bias. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
 
Economics   (Sem) 
 
This is an introductory course that challenges 
students to learn basic principles of both mi-
cro and macro economics.  A study of the 
fundamental structures of a free-market 
economy will enable students to identify the 
economic problem of any society, analyze 
and critique this problem, and provide solu-
tions.  Students will also compare the advan-
tages and disadvantages of a variety of eco-
nomic systems in use around the world today 
and discuss what role a Christian plays in  
those systems. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 

Jordan Meyen - Grade 10 

Nathan Nelson - Grade 9 
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College in Schools - Economics (Sem) 
Principles of Microeconomics 
 
Economics is a social science seeking to un-
derstand society.  Economics studies choice 
under conditions of scarcity.  Microeconomics 
deals with consumer behavior and production 
decisions of business firms and markets.  
Other topics include environmental economics 
and the economic role of the government.  
The major emphasis in the course will be on 
economic concepts and their application to 
current issues.  Upon completion of this 
course, students will have an increased under-
standing of the basic concepts of microeco-
nomics, an increased awareness and compre-
hension of the economic aspect of contempo-
rary issues, and the ability to use economic 
concepts to analyze and evaluate contempo-
rary issues.  Successful completion of this 
class with a grade of C or better will result in 
the student earning 1/2 credit at MCA and 3 
semester credits at the U of M. 
Available to Grade 12 
Prerequisites: 3.2 GPA and teacher recommendation 
Homework: 60 minutes per class 
Fees: $100.00 (provides textbook rental and required field trip costs) 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be as-
signed until fees are paid in full.  
 

World History I    (Sem) 
 
This course gives students a Christian per-
spective on the influence of ancient world cul-
tures in the development of politics, philoso-
phies, and religious beliefs.    The study of 
God’s plan for man from the beginning of 
civilization to the Byzantine Empire is the 
content of this course. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes per class

World History II    (Sem) 
 
This course gives students a Christian per-
spective on European politics, philosophy and 
religious beliefs with attention given to the 
influence on the rise and development of 
American history.  The study of God’s plan 
from the rise of the Holy Roman Empire to 
modern day is the content of this course. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes per class 

Social Studies (Continued) 

Mariah Harrison - Grade 9 
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Computer Literacy   (Sem) 
 
This basic computer course will acquaint the 
students with computer components and their 
functions.  Word, Power Point, and Excel basics 
are covered.  The course is largely project-
centered with students producing such things as 
newsletters, brochures, and presentations. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

 
Advanced Computer   (Sem) 
 
This class is a continuation of Computer Liter-
acy.  It is project-centered and will continue  
lessons in Excel and Access.  Students will  
create relevant documents that will integrate 
and enhance their understanding of Word, 
Power-Point, Excel, and Access. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: Compter Literacy or application to instructor 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 
 
 

Power Skills    (Sem) 
 
Powerskills provides instruction in practical 
skills specific to upper classmen preparing for 
post-secondary education or employment.  Top-
ics include study skills, college and scholarship 
search and essay writing, personality types, 
learning types, résumé writing and interview-
ing, time management, and goal setting. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 0-30 minutes 

 
Robotics    (Yr) 
 
In this course, students will spend about one 
quarter learning and becoming proficient with 
the Lego RCX robotics programming language.  
They will then be presented with a series of en-
gineering challenges in which they will design, 
build, program, and test their robots.  These 
challenges will become increasingly more diffi-
cult and complex throughout the year.  
Available to Grades 9-10 
Prerequisites: None 
Homework: 30 minutes on average 

CAD I     (Sem) 
 
CAD I students will learn how to use Solid-
Works, a 3-D modeling software used by many 
US and international engineering firms, and 
other CAD programs such as Google SketchUp, 
and RISA.  This course will allow each student 
to gain basic proficiency in these CAD pro-
grams and then use their skills in solving a 
number of design engineering problems. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1  
 

CAD II     (Sem) 
 
Students will need teacher approval for this 
course.  This is a continuation of CAD I in 
which the student will become more proficient 
with the CAD softwares to design items.  We 
will explore the more advanced features of the 
programs, including collision analysis for mov-
ing parts and stress and strain analysis.  Com-
pletion of this course is essential to much of the 
advanced work in the Engineering courses. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: SolidWorks I and Instructor recommendation 
 

Engineering Studies   (Yr) 
 
Students will be introduced to a broad number 
of fields of engineering through guest speakers 
and practical experiences.  Guest speakers will 
include Electrical, Chemical, Aeronautical, 
Civil, and Design Engineers.  Students may be 
involved in practical experiences with aeronau-
tical engineering in a rocketry competition, in 
civil engineering in a bridge construction pro-
ject for the Superior Hiking Trail and in robot-
ics in a possible robotics competition. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites:  Engineering I or Instructor recommendation 

Technology 
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LWCC Tech    (Sem) 
 
In partnership with the Hospitality Ministry at 
Living Word Christian Center, MCA students 
will be immersed in hands-on learning related 
to the field of culinary arts. The experience 
will introduce students to the jargon of the 
field, teach practical skills, and regularly offer 
hands-on, real-life cooking and baking experi-
ences.  This class will be limited to four stu-
dents, juniors and seniors only, and will not be 
available to students who ended the 2009-10 
school year on behavior probation. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Homework: None 
Fee: $50 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be as-
signed until fees are paid in full.  
 

Teacher/Office/Lunch Aide  (Sem) 
 
This opportunity provides practical experience 
for the student in office, classroom, or lunch-
room procedures.  Duties may include filing, 
designing bulletin boards, correcting papers, 
data entry, teaching small groups, individual 
tutoring, or assisting in the lunchroom.  Spe-
cific aiding requests are not possible. 
Available to Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Guidance approval 
Homework: None 

Television Production:  The Maranatha 
Morning Show   (Sem) 
 
Each class period, students will use their crea-
tive genius and technology skills to produce 
the Maranatha Morning Show.  In addition to 
giving morning announcements, they will de-
velop material to advertise and feature school 
events and highlights.  The students are re-
sponsible for every aspect of broadcasting the 
daily show.  Students should enter the class 
with a willingness to learn all the facets of 
broadcast journalism but, as the year pro-
gresses, they will be placed in a role that plays 
to their strengths. Positions include Camera, 
Sound, Editor, Technical Director, and An-
chor.  Class is limited to 10 members.  
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: Application and possible audition. 
Homework: 0-45 minutes, periodic assignments to cover MCA events 
 

Yearbook    (Yr) 
 
Students will work to produce the MCA year-
book.  From the initial phases of theme devel-
opment to selling and distributing the books at 
the end of the year, students will learn and use 
skills in photography, interviewing, writing, 
editing, desktop publishing, digital imaging 
and marketing.  Students should enter the 
class with mature writing skills and be famil-
iar with the basics of using a digital camera.  
This course will require a commitment of 
after school time in the lab. 
Available to Grades 10-12 
Prerequisites: Application to advisor 
Homework: 0-60 minutes or more prior to yearbook deadlines 

Additional Courses 

Ashley Sobczak - Grade 10 

Claire Carpenter - Grade 10 
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Emergency Care 1   (Sem 1) 
 
In this Emergency Medical Responder (First 
Responder) course, students will learn basic 
techniques of assessment and management of 
adult or pediatric patients experiencing airway, 
breathing, and circulatory emergencies in the 
pre-hospital environment.  This includes cardiac 
and respiratory arrest, choking, bleeding, shock, 
fractures, heart attacks, strokes, seizures, and 
diabetic emergencies.  Students will receive an 
AHA Healthcare Provider CPR certification and 
licensure as an Emergency Medical Responder 
(First Responder) from the State of Minnesota 
(both good for 2 years).  This level of training is 
a minimum requirement for working with all 
Police and Fire Departments.  Upon successful 
completion, students are eligible to challenge 
the National Registry First Responder exam. 
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Homework:  5 hours/week 
Fee:  $50.00 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be assigned 
until fees are paid in full. 

Emergency Care 2   (Sem 2) 
 
This Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) - 
Basic course is designed for the student who 1) 
anticipates embarking on a career in health care, 
2) desires an affiliation with a community EMS 
(emergency medical services) organization, or 
3) just wants to take a class that will allow them 
to do some really cool stuff!  A continuation of 
Emergency Care 1, this course further addresses 
the assessment and management of emergency 
patients, including medication administration 
and transportation of patients to medical facili-
ties.  The class also provides students with 
training in advanced airway management and 
IV set-up.  This course consists of lecture, skill 
practice, and clinical experience at a local hos-
pital or local ambulance service.  This course is 
approved by the Minnesota Emergency Medical 
Services Regulatory Board.  Participants who 
successfully complete the course will be eligible 
to take the National Registry of EMT's practical 
and written examinations upon turning 18 years 
of age.  
Available to Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Emergency Care 1 
Homework:  8 hours/week 
Fee:  $100.00 
Fees will be due the first week of class.  No class credit will be assigned 
until fees are paid in full. 

Additional Courses Continued 

Unknown 
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9th Grade MCA Registration Form 2010-2011 
 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

  First     Last 
 

              College Bound: _____Yes   _____No _____ Undecided               
  
Instructions:The mandatory classes for your school year have been filled in under the Must Have category.  
Please enter FOUR classes you would Like to Have, placing the most desired class in the #1 position. 

Fine Arts   
 
Ceramics I and II ($30) 
Chapel Band 
Choir ($55-$110) 
Concert Band 
Drawing I & II ($15) 
Jazz Band 
Painting I ($25) 
Printmaking ($25) 

Electives 
 
CAD I 
CAD II 
Computer Literacy 
Current Events 
Robotics 
Teacher/Office/Lunch Aide 
World Geography 

Parent Signature  _____________________________________ 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO GUIDANCE OFFIC E BY May 28, 2010. 

 Class selection is processed on a first come, first served basis so this form will be dated when received. 

 
Below is a list of classes to choose from.  Please note the class fees attached to some classes.  
(Remember to check the handbook for prerequisites.) 

Must Have Classes 
English 9 
Government/No. American Geography 
Biology 
Math ______________________ 
             (fill in your selection) 
Bible 9  
Spanish II   

        Health/Phy. Ed. 

Like to Have Classes (Fill all numbers) 
1.   

2.   

3.   

4.  
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10th Grade MCA Registration Form 2010-2011 
 

Name: _______________________________________________ Grade in 10-11: ______________ 
 

                  College Bound:  _____ Yes     _____ No _____ Undecided 
 

Instructions:  The mandatory classes for your school year have been filled in under the “Must Have Classes” category.  
Please designate your math level and other classes you would most like to have, totaling 8 entries.  Under “Like to Have 
Classes” fill in 8 additional classes in the order of your preference.  Do not repeat classes already entered under “Must 
Have Classes,” and do not repeat class requests in the additional 8 entries.  Fill all 8 spaces.   

Visual Arts   
Ceramics I, II III, IV ($30) 
Drawing I & II ($15)  
Painting I & II ($25) 
Printmaking ($25) 
Sculpture ($25) 

Music 
Chapel Band 
Choir ($55-$110) 
Concert Band 
Jazz Band 
 
 

Technology   
Advanced Computer 
CAD I 
CAD II 
Computer Literacy 
Engineering Studies 
Robotics 
TV Production 
 

Miscellaneous Electives  
Accounting I 
Current Events 
Fitness 
Phy. Ed. 
Spanish III 
Teacher/Office/Lunch Aide 
World Geography 
Yearbook  

Parent Signature  _____________________________________ 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO GUIDANCE OFFIC E BY May 28, 2010. 

 Class selection is processed on a first come, first served basis so this form will be dated when received. 

* When taking two math classes in one year, obtain a teacher recommendation by having your math instructor sign this form. 
 
Below is a list of classes to choose from.  Please note the class fees attached to some classes.  
(Remember to check the handbook for prerequisites.) 

Must Have Classes 
1. English 10 
2. American History 
3. Chemistry 
4. * Math ____________________________ 
                      (fill in your selection) 
5. Bible 10 
6.  
7.  
8.     

Like to Have Classes 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
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11th/12 th Grade MCA Registration Form 2010-11 
 

Name: _______________________________________________ Grade in 10-11: ______________ 
 

 College Bound:  _____ Yes     _____ No     ____Undecided   
  

Instructions:  The mandatory classes for your school year have been filled in under the “Must Have Classes” category.  Please 
designate your math and science level (if applicable) and other classes you would most like to have, totaling 8 entries.  Under 
“Like to Have Classes” fill in 8 additional classes in the order of your preference.  Do not repeat classes already entered 
under “Must Have Classes” and do not repeat class requests in the additional 8 entries.  Fill all 8 spaces.  Remember, 
you need to have 3.5 credits in Social Studies, 3 credits in Math, 3 credits in Science, and 1 credit in Fine Arts to gradu-
ate.  

Fine Arts   
Ceramics I, II III, IV ($30) 
Chapel Band 
Choir ($55-$110) 
Concert Band 
Drawing I & II ($15)  
Jazz Band 
Painting I & II ($25) 
Printmaking ($25) 
Sculpture ($25) 
Studio Art ($30)  
 
 
English 
AP Language/Composition  
British Literature  
World Literature N/A 
AP Literature/Composition N/A 
 
Math 
Algebra 1, 1.5, and 2 
AP Calculus 
Geometry 
PreCalculus 
Probability/Statistics 
Trigonometry 

Electives  
Accounting I 
Advanced Computer 
Business Café 
CAD I 
CAD II 
Computer Literacy 
Emergency Care 1 ($50) 
Emergency Care 2 ($100) 
Engineering Studies 
Fitness 
Life Calling ($110) 
LWCC Tech ($50) 
Personal Finance 
Phy Ed 
Powerskills 
Robotics 
Spanish III, IV, AP 
Teacher/Office/Lunch Aide 
Television Production 
Yearbook 
 
 

Science 
AP Biology 
Astronomy 
Chemistry 
Meteorology N/A 
Oceanography 
Physics 
Science & Technology N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies 
AP U.S. History 
CIS - Economics ($100) (Seniors Only) 
Current Events 
Economics 
Psychology 
World Geography 
World History I & II 

Parent Signature  _____________________________________ 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO GUIDANCE OFFIC E BY May 28, 2010. 

 Class selection is processed on a first come, first served basis so this form will be dated when received. 

* When taking two math classes in one year, obtain a teacher recommendation by having your math instructor sign this form. 
** May select from the four English classes listed below. 
 
Below is a list of classes to choose from.  Please note the class fees attached to some classes.  
(Remember to check the handbook for prerequisites.) 

Must Have Classes 
1. **English ________________________________ 

2. Bible 11/12 
3. Math (if applicable) ________________________ 

4. Science (if applicable) ______________________ 

5.   

6.   

7.   
8.  

Like to Have Classes 
1.   

2.   
3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   
7.   

8.   


